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«.0 thot wen would ſeek each others intereſi and happineſs ! 
for then they would certainly find their own meet them by 
« the way. 7 


1 For the oppreſſion of the Poor, for the ſighing of the Needy, 
e now will I ariſe, (ſaith the Lord, I will ſet him in ſafety 
** from him that puffeth at him.” Pal. xii. 5. 
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Ge Deſigns nd lad Efforts, that are 
productive of or tending to good effects, 
do as naturally recommend themſelves to each 
diſcerning Conſcience, as Truth and Virtue do 
to the pious contemplative mind. As my de- 
ſigns and motives are for ſuch amiable charac- 
ters, I need ſay but very little by way of Pre- 
face to this Work. And that is, I am con- 
9 vinced that it is the undeniable Duty of all peo- 
ble, efpecially of thoſe that call themſelves true 
lovers of LI RRR Tv, or zealous Supporters of the 
natural R1GuTs os MAN, and poſſeſſors of Hu- 
mane and Chriſtian Principles, to uſe their ut- 
moſt endeavours (though their efforts may 
prove feeble, and perhaps fruitleſs) by all juſti- 
9 hable means, Jo looſe the bands of wicked- 
%; to undo the heavy burdens ; to break every 
just yoke, and let the oppreſſed go free. Ifai. 
uin. 6, 7. 


With 


* 

With theſc ſolemn and perſuaſive Truths, 
ſtrongly impreſſed upon my mind,by that which 
I experience and ſee relative to the preſent in- 
creaſing and cruel oppreſſions endured by every 
uſeful claſs of people, I have, through many 
difficulties and much oppoſition, compoſed and 
brought to the Preſs the following work ; which 
I do now humbly and earneſtly recommend to 
public notice, but to all working people in par- 
ticular : being fully convinced, that if impar- 
tially inveſtigared and properly improved, under 
the bleſſing of God, it will juſtly merit the Title 
which I have given it, and be a ready means 
to try and diſtinguiſh all people that truly are 
fincere Friends to Divine Truths, Juſt Liberty, 
Equal Rights, and Human Happineſ-. There- 
fore none can deſpiſe, or diſcourage, oppoſe, nor 
perſecute theſe peaceable means, without diſtin- 
guiſhing and manifeſting themſelves to be, cha- 
raQers of the contrary en ; ſince neither 
the work, nor the deſigns of it, militate againſt 
any thing, but what does militate againſt abſolute 
Rights and human Happineſs, 
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A REMEDY, &c. 
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= UNANIMITY IS THE STRENGTH OF | 
= SOCIETY, AND SOCIETY THE STRENGTH 


OF RIGHTS. 
I is certainly an inconteſtable truth, that cannot be | 
. Þ denied without the greateſt folly and abſurdity, that | 
every lawful Workman, and -others that are juſtly in- | 
ME terefted in the SLX - Weavixe Trade, have a juſt: 
> AX Right (and ought to exert that Right) to aſſiſt in the | 
defence and good management thereof, both by their | 
collected knowledge and judgment, and alſo protect | 
„ its Rights by their equal authority and contributions. | 
„And doubtleſs every lawful Workman and Well-wiſher x 


=Z vould. very willingly ſo aſſiſt, provided the eaſy ways 
r or means could be laid before them whereby they might 
be convinced that. ſuch their aſſiſtance would be attend- Y 
ed with any ſure or probable ſucceſs. And lo! theſe 
eaſy ways or means are before us, and we perceive them 
er not! We know them, yet do not comprehend them. 
iſt WR Þebold, they are, FREE AND EQUAL REPRE- 
8 SENTATION, BY DELEGATES! And there is 
vo other ways or means adequate in the leaſt for any 
ſuch like more or leſs important buſineſs, As for in- 
IT fiance, Suppoſe that every lawful Workman in the trade 
was willing ſo to affiſt, that is, by their collected know- 
TY edge and judgment, and by their equal authority and 
contributions, ſupport the buſineſs, that is now or that 
may be in future under coniideration, reſpecting any 
* | particular. 


(£3 


particular branch. Then where is the poſſibility of 
collecting this very neceſſary and eſſential aſſiſtance, 
without the proper means of FREE And EQUAL REPRE- 
SENTATION? And where are the proper means of 
FREE and EQUAL REPRESENTATION, Without the 


_ neceſſary Diviſions being firſt made and properly regu- 


lated among us? By and from which Divitions, Dele- 
gates or Repreſentatives may be fairly and impartially 
elected, to compoſe a well formed Aſſembly, or general 
Committee of the whote Trade, in which may be cen- 
tered and firmly cemented the general iutereſi, the col- 
tected knowledge and judgment, likewiſe the equal Autho- 
rity of every lawful Member; which interett can there 
be maturely : deliberated upon, and which Authority 
thence impartially adminiſtered by lawful means. 


Now, on the contrary, when any buſineſs is to be 


done relative to the Trade, then a general meeting is 
called for. But it is impracticable, yea, ablolutely 
impoſſible, for every lawful Workman to come for- 
ward to theſe meetings, to give judgment and claim 
their equal Authority ; becauſe ſuch meetings would 
then certainly be exceedingly . too numerous, if not 
tumultuous, and, conſequently unlawful. There- 
fore on this account but very feè (comparative to the 
"whole number) of lawful Workmen come forward on 
ſuch occaſions, and thoſe that do come, compole what 
may be juſtly termed a random Aſſembly, in which 
there is more noiſe and diſpute than buſineſs done: 
and what buſineſs is ſo done, I preſume, is done more 
by dangerous partiality, and blind fimplicity, than by 
ſolid argument, or by collected knowledge and judg- 
ment. And if you elect random and partial Commit- 
tees, in courſe random and partial buſineſs muſt natu- 
rally enſue. ' 1 2 

This hitherto has been too much the caſe. And how 
could it well be otherwiſe, when as yet you have pro- 
vided no refuge r your Committee-men, in cafe of of. 


fending their employers and diſtreſſing themſelves and 
| ; familics 
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To 
families thereby, while defending and advocating your 
Rights? But ſome affirm, upon the ground of honour, 
that they are firm and ſuperior to all timidity and par- 


tiality. But can they without an accuſing conſcience 


affirm this, upon the ground of /e xnotoledge and expe- 
rience? Alas! they know not the depravity and frail- 
ty of human nature through the original Fal: for 
even while they are making this their boaſt,” they 
often very unwarily diſcover their fears if not their treach- 
ery. If, to illuſtrate this, it be no Sedition to appeal 
to SacreD TRUTAS, then witneſs poor boaſting and 
denying PETER |! I believe he was as honeſt and as 
firm a Man as any that have been your Committee-men; 
19 all his boaſted reſolutions were completely defeated 
by a poor ſervant maid ! Mark xiv. 66. &. 
ency in your Trade will be effectually done away, when 
it is in a peaceable and lawful manner managed and 


* 


rotected by the equal "Authority and Contributions, and 


by the collected Knowledge and Judgment of all its lawful 


2 | Members, through the inſtrumentality of TREE and 
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EQUAL REPRESENTATION, in a lawful well-formed 
and n TRA PDE-Ass EMBL, in {ome ſuch man- 
l now proceed to deſcribe. ; | 
If it be lawful at all to regulate the Silk-Weaving 
Trade in a regular and peaceable manner, and to pro- 
tect its rights by the equal affiſtance of all its lawful 
workmen, — Then when any material complaints are to 


6 | be confidered, or buſineſs of importance to be regulat- 
ed relative to the general intereſt of the Trade, then 


an Aſſembly of Delegates or Repreſentatives from each 
Diviſion may be ſummoned to meet, at a time and 
place appointed: which meeting of ſuch Delegates or 


But this and all other ſuch like evil and inconveni- 


- + 


Repreſentatives may be properly termed— THE 


TRADE-As$zmBLY. Then (in the ſame manner as 


| 2 bill is brought into the Commons Houſe of Parlia- 
ment) ſhall all ſuch cauſes of complaint and buſineſs 
6 | of importance be brought in, and declared before the 


_ whole 


Fa 
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whole Aſſembly, for them fully to conſider of the ſame ; 
and if they find any need for new Rules, Articles, Re- 
gulations or Propoſitions, or any to be mended or made 
void; then a ſufficient or lawful number of them that 
beſt underſtand thoſe particular ſubjects which come 
ſo before them, ſhall be formed into a Committee 
(which may be properly termed THE REGULATING 
CommiTTEE) to compoſe Articles, afid make ſuch 
Propoſitions upon the ſubjects that are under their 
charge, as may appear to them moſt conducive to the 
general intereſt and welfare of the whole Trade. And 
when they have fo done, then all ſuch their compoſed 


Articles and Propoſitions ſhall be laid before the whole 


TRADE-ASSEMBLY, for them to confider of and de- 
bate upon the ſanie ; and all fuch Articles and Propo- 
ſitions that meet with a majority of votes in the TRA DRER-· 
ASSEMBLY, ſhall be copied by each Delegate, to be 
laid before each Divifion, that every lawful Member 
throughout the whole Trade may have full opportu- 
nity to conſider of the ſame, and conſult among them- 
ſelves upon the merit or demerit of ſuch Articles and 
propoſitions ſo recommended to their genera] 1 758 
tion: and, at an appointed time, each man ſhall give 
his vote or voice; either for or againſt them, in their re- 
ſpective Diviſions ; ; and every diviſion that have a ma- 
' Jority of votes or Ayes for any ſuch recommended Ar- 
| ticles or Propofitions, ſhall be declared in favour there- 
of; and all fuch Articles and Propoſitions that have 
the greateſt number of Diviſions ſo declared in favour 
thereof, ſhall then be eſtabliſhed and confirmed by the 


laws of the Realm (as the Act or Acts of Parliament 7 


direct) and then abided by, until any inconventency 
in them is diſcovered, then to be altered or mended by 
the ſame regular and jawful means. 

This will be fimilar to a paſs from Coimmions to 
Lords, and from Lords to Royal aſſent; with the 
Tail downwards, as it ought to be. 

Now there is no neceflity for any man to hold the 


office or retain the character of Delegate or Repreſenta- 
tive 


1 Pn 
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c 9) 
tive any longer than occaſions require a Trade-Afﬀem- 
bly ; for when ſuch occaſions ſo happen, and a Trade- 
Akembly is called for, then each Diviſion may quick- 
ly elect two of their Members that beſt underſtand 
thoſe particular ſubjects or occaſions that ſo require 
this general attention. One for a Delegate, the other 

for a Sub- Delegate. The latter to act as Delegate in 
3 caſe any accident prevent the attendance of the former. 
3 By this means no Diviſion will ever be without their Re- 


| preſentative in the Trade-Aſſembly. Likewiſe by tEis 
means you will find that the fundamental principles 
3 f by which vour Trade is to be managed, to be in a con- 
1 tinual ſtate of renovation, revolving from hand to hand, 
: imparting as it goes eſſential knowledge and judgment | 
E of 1ts true principles and intereft, to every Member or 2 
- Individual tkroughout the whole Society. Allo by 
E this means the eye of Reaſon and Inſpection will be 
T continually upon the watch againſt all mercenary and | 
5 corrupt encroachments. | | — 
by Behold, theſe are the eaſy and peaceable, the juit and 
d the lawful, the only and infallible ways or means !— 
a- To ux ITE your Intereſt and manage your Trade by 
ve your collected knowledge and judgment; and defend 
e- its Rights, by your equal Authority and Contributions. 
a- Firk. By your CoLLECTED KNOWLEDGE AND 
r- = JUupcMEnT. For there can be no Articles or Regu- 
re- nations of Prizes made in your Trade without being re- 
deferred to your judgment and recommended to your 
ur general approbation. 550 
he Secondly, By your EQUAL Au THORIT Y. For there 
ent can be no principle, rule or article laid down for 
cy the internal good management of tho Society, but 
by what may be firſt duly conſidered by every lawful 
| Member, and approved by a majority of votes through- 


out the whole Society, and then confirmed by a due 
courſe of Law. Becauſe the Authority of the Society 
will be delegated or repoſed in the power of no man, 
dor company of men; for you will retain this Author- 
4 ; WEED | ths | ity 
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ity equally among yourſelves, and your Delegates or 
Repreſentatives will be only as inſtruments in your 
hands, or your agents, to compole articles and deviſe 
regulations and means moſt agreeable to all your with- 
es, and conſonant to the general intereſt of the Trade. 
And when they have ſo done, it remains in your pow- 
er to reject or confirm their labour and propoſitions, ac- 
cording as you find them affect your intereſt and hap- 
pines. And as the general good and welfare of the 
whole Society will alike concern every Member, there- 
fore all regulations, rules,and articles that are tound upon 
experience to be inconvenient and inconſiſtent thereto, 
may be eaſily. mended or obliterated by general conſent 
and a due courſe of Law. Alſo, as all will be equal 
in Authority, in this Society, therefore thoſe Servants 
or Agents that are elected, delegated, or appointed to 
ſuperintend, compole, regulate, and adminiſter the 
laws of the Society, will become perfectly reſponſible 
for all their truſt, and culpable for all miſconduct or 
mnuſdemeaygur in that truſt. 

Heget le Nu the beauty and propriety, the rength 
and Authority, the nature and abſolute neceſſity of free 


and equal Repreſentation : It is the very bulwark oi 


Rights, the only means to unite human intereſt, cor- 

dial friendſhip, and focial happineſs, firmly together. 1: 

is the ſource of knowledge, the channel of information, 
the very eſſence of well tonduRted Society; and I hope, 

ere long, it will be the ſtrength, the honour, and glory 
of ail Nations. 


Now in reſpect to the equal Contribatlons, this, if b 
rightly managed and properly applied, will be the natu- Wl 
ral cement to unite the intereſt and welfare of the whole 


Trade or Society firmly together. 


Doubtleſs every lawful Workman would willingly 
Contribute two-pence or three-pence per week for every 
Loom employed under his care, to have his Trade right- WW 
ly and lawfully managed, and to enjoy ſuch benefits 


therefrom for himſelf and family, as | will now endea- 
vour briefly to deſcribe. . | 


Waka > Et wy 
. 
2 3 8 


5 
+ 
* 
, 
5 
3 
* 
: 
7 
& 
x 


3 


1 
RN 


= 8 » P 4 N 2 2 2 
n 2 WY AR IE TS . nee gt e S r 
F T e pn 1 Bt OE PR 7 WIL 
EP en HOSE OE RT MINDSET tn gx 
x, 1 Bo ONES Pol OIL OI SEES by ed RENE DEE CIO nn. tt ee Ss. 32 3 
4 Y PIT” > * Y 3 ERS . IE N 2 5 


pt 


6 — 


„ 
I think with great propriety we may admit there to 
be at leaſt 12, 000 broad Looms of our Trade employ- 
ed in this Metropolis, and two pence per week for each 4 
Loom will yearly ſupply a common fund with £5, 200. (7 
ſterling; but tliree-pence inſtead of two-pence will ſup- 
ply it with £7, 800. ſterling. Now either of thoſe year- 
ly ſums will be abundantly more than is ſufficient to n 
enforce thoſe laws which our Legiſlature have granted 4 
us for the protection of our Rights, and to procure | 
others for cur farther good; and what is more than 
ſufficient for thoſe purpoſes may be uſed for general 
benefits and advantages, as follows: | 
Penſions during life, to Members that are paſt 
labour, according to the ſum they have paid in the 
common fund ; the like to their aged widows, Cloaths 
Education and Premiums for Apprenticing, or other- 
wiſe promoting of fatherleſs Children. Full Provi- 
ſions, of all ſorts, for Orphans or Children that have 
loſt both Father and Mother; alſo Education and 
" Premiums may be allowed for the Apprenticing or 
otherwiſe promoting of all the Youths in the Society. 
Likewiſe Benefits for Births, Burials, &c. may be 
allowed out of the common fund; but not for fick- 
neſs nor any other bodily infirmity, excepting 
Blindneſs, and Amputation, or the loſs of Limbs. 
Relief for Sickneſs muſt yet continue under ſome. 
other care, becauſe it requires a very great guard 
againſt impoſition. But as this Society will take the 
charge of Burials, aged Members, &c, it will greatly | 
eaſe the expences and burdens of thoſe worthy Socie- | 
ties, commonly called Box Clubs. | | 
3 Bat likely the aforementioned Contributions or 
annual ſums will not be ſufficient to ſupport thoſe 
much defired benefits and advantages for fo great a 
number of People. However be they ſufficient or 
not, you will by the power of your fund find many 
great advantages naturally and quickly unfold them- 
lelves, whereby you may greatly increaſe vour Com- 
| | | e 
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( 
mon Stock *. — Vou may by the power of your fund 
N Land, build and purchaſe houſes, alſo 
ooms and houſehold furniture; which being fo 
purchaſed, they will become the equal Right and pro- 
perty of the whole Society ; therefore the profits de- 
rived from the rents and ſale thereof may be repoſi- 
red in your common fund, to ſupport the aforeſaid 


and many other benefits: allo in time you may pur 


chaſe or hire Ships, and then increaſe your common 
treafury by commerce at Sea. You may get a 
Pawn-broker's Licence in the name of M, or N, and 
Co. Then when neceſſity conſtrains you to get a lit- 
tle money by pledging your property, you may re- 
poſit the intereſt of that money in your common fund; 
which will be only like taking money out of your 
right hand pocket and putting it in your left, which 
is much better than giving it to enrich ſneering and 
avaracious Pawn-brokers. Morcover, inftead of throw- 
ing away three, four, or /500. in tedious law-ſuits 
to convict unjuſt employers and fill the purſes of craf- 
ty lawyers, you may with theſe ſums put up tho 
works for which ſuch employers refuſe to pay a juſt 


and lawful price. Likewiſe when any new works, or 


new figures in work, are diſcovered, and employers 
refuſe to pay a fit and neceſſary or lawful price for 
the workmanſhip thereof ; then the Society may 
put up all thoſe works alſo, and enrich their fund by 
their profits derived therefrom, and fully reward the 
inventors for their ingenuity. Thus by the power of 
your fund, you may take the advantage of the unfair 


dealings of employers to benefit rather than impove- 


riſh yourſelves.—By theſe means the tricks and emo- 
luments of crafty lawyers will be ſpoiled and effectu- 
ally done away; for theſe means will certainly bring 
employers to reaſon and lawful compliance much 
1 | | ſooner 

* By theſe means. the BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIETY 


of Aldirſgate- Street, may increaſe their fund, and enlarge their be- 
neſits or Penſions to their aged Members, &c. And alf elect their 


annual Court of Directors; by the ſame equal Methods, deſeribed 


for this Society, 


— — 
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ſooner than lawſuits. Likewiſe by theſe means eve · 
ry lawful workman will be animated and fortified to 
defend the Rights of his Trade and demand the law- 
ful price or rewards of his labour without fear or 
timidity from any quarter. Moreover by theſe 
means both employers and Workmen may become 
firm friends, united altogether by a conſolidated 1n- 
tereſt. | | 

One more very great advantage you will alſo 
have by ſo becoming One Ux IT ED Company of 
lawful Workmen ; and that is, you will be able to keep 
out all intruders or unlawful Workmen by preventing 


che unjuſt and mean tricks of buying and felling your 


rade. Likewiſe when there is any flackneſs of 
trade, means may be concerted for every one to bear a 
Juſt part of the general diſtreſs, by equal contributions 
from all thoſe that are in work to relieve thoſe that are 
out, Or the Society may put up Modes, Silk, and 
other Handkerchiefs (which, your own conſumption 
will ſupport) to help thoſe who would otherwiſe be 
out of employ. And ſhuuld there be (as I hope there 


will) any other oppreſſed uſeful Claſses, ſuch as 


Journeymen Taylors, Shoemakers, &c. unite their 
intereſt to become Trading and Benefit Societies by 
the like example, then you may buy your neceflaries 
of their Societies, and they in return of your Societies. 
7 ſo you may mutually encourage and proſper each 
Otler. N | 

But J preſume there will be but little diſtreſs to 
fear from flackneſs of Trade; becauſe, as I have ſaid, 
by the aforementioned means, Employers and Work- 
men may become firm friends, united by a fort of a 
Conſolidated latereſt. Therefore all the profits of 
Trade may be juſtly and fairly regulated, according 
to the goodneſs, quality, plenitude or ſcarcity of 
goods; wh: ch will effectually do away the tricks of 


underſelliog, and prevent the great miſchiefs of im- 
Ppoſing upon the public and foreign Traders a bad qr . 


ſpurious ſort of goods, which has greatly injured the 
| trade 
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trade in general, and grievouſly diſtreſſed many ho- 
neſt families and others that have been deeply inter- 
eſted therein. Moreover, as by the various juſt and 
lawful means which you will have to enrich your 


fund, your elder Members may be Penfioned at the 
age of fifty or fifty- five years, or long before they are 
abſolutely paſt labour: Each man's Penſion to be 
in proportion to the ſum that they have paid in the 
com mon ſtock or fund, which doubtleſs will be ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport them in a comfortable and decent 
manner during the reſt of their days, and as they ſo re- 
tire with honor from their honourable toil, a wide 


field of induſtry will be naturally opened for all the 


younger Members. | 

Now the beſt ways or means to begin this ſort of 
management of your Trade, is for you to conſider 
and underſtand well the nature, the neceſſity, and 
utility of the. Plan ; rogether with the very great be- 
nefits and juſt advantages which it will naturally un- 
fold, bring, and ſecure, to yourſelves, your fami- 
lies, and your poſterity, and to mankind univerſally ; 
which conſiderations will naturally excite in you very 
ardent defires to begin and eſtabliſh with all poſſible 
ſpeed, ſuch a laudable inſtitution. The eaſy and rea- 
dy means for which will then quickly be diſcloſed, 
and baniſh from you all vain excufes and indolent 
ſubterfuges, and ſupport you with firm reſolutions to 
ſurmount all difficulties ariſing from any ſtupid, mer- 


cenary, unjuſt, or deſpotical oppoſition. 


But now turn your obſervation about, with a little 
judgment, and behold, the buſineſs 1s half, or three 
quarters done already in your hands! for I preſume 
that moſtof you are Members of thoſe worthy Societies 
called Box-CLvuss, wherein you are already, with unit- 
ed friendſhip and intereſt happily joined. Therefore, 
behold, you have the neceſſary Diviſions already com- 
poſed, and money ready in your boxes to raiſe and ſup- 
ply a common fund toſupportthe important buſineſs of 
your Trade now under the ſerious conſideration an 25 
| | whole 
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1 
whole community! then let each of theſe your Soci- 
eties meet, to conſult the beſt methods to be taken, 
and draw an equal or an unequal ſum out af each of 
your boxes, in proportion to the number of Weavers 
that are Members thereto; which ſums may be eaſi- 
ly returned to your Boxes by an equal weekly, month- 
ly or quarterly Tax, or payment eafily levied upon all 
ſuch Members of your Societies that are juſtly inter- 
eſted in the Trade; and as your Societies ſo comply 
to afford this very neceſſary and effential aſſiſtance, 
then when they ſend their Money, let them elect one 
or more Delegates from each Socicty, to join the 
Committee of Finances. By theſe means your general 
Committee of Finances, or Trade-Aſſembly, may be 
quickly compoſed and authorized to inſpect into or 
cloſely examine all the proceedings, and ſucceſs, 
likewiſe the juſt charges or neceſſary expences 
fairly ſtated for the paſt and enſuing exigencies by your 
regulating Committee that has now got the preſent 
important buſineſs of your Trade under their Charge. 
Then each. Delegate ſhall faithfully report the ſame 
before each of their Benefit Societies. Moreover 
this your general Committee or Trade-Aſſembly may 
meet to 3 the moſt ſure, firm, and lawful me- 
thods, to unite the intereſt and welfare of each Bene- 
fit- Society firmly together, and deviſe the means for 
each Society to manufacture ſuch little works as they 
can; which their own conſumption (together with 
that of all aſſiſting friends) may ſupport, in order to 
increaſe their fund, ſufficient to ſupport all the deſi- 
rable Benefits and juſt advantages which I have de- 
ſcribed. Alſo the ſaid Aﬀembly may contrive to 
form and regulate the neceſſary Diviſions more equal 
and complete among you. | 
Then your neighbours of the dulleſt apprehenfion 
will be quickly convinced of their intereſt in the ge- 
neral good, and eafily perſuaded to unite and aſſiſt 
the cauſe. By theſe means, with rapid or accclerated 


ipced, 


: 
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ſpeed, you may ſoon encircle all the lawful Workmen 
of your Trade in one compact body of UNITED 
FrtEnDLY TRADESMEN. 35 

And if any Company of Jop RNETYMEN TAYLORS 
do unite themſelves into any ſuch like Friendly or Be- 
nefit and Trading Societies, then your Society (or any 
other able friends) may aſſiſt them to purchaſe a 
quantity of Cloth of the like united friendly manu— 
facturers; and have your Cloaths made by them; 
that the profits which now go to enrich the opulent 
Monopolizers, &c. may be referyed in a fund tor the 
fame benefits and advantages to the Journeymen and 
their families as I have defcribed for the WEAVvERs. 
By the like example SnokEMAk ERS or any other oppreſ- 
ſed working people may be mutually aſſiſted and for 
ever united in one common intereſt. Therefore, ye 
uſeful and beneficial Claſſes of every denomination, 
mark well, underſtand your Riohrs; and pray con- 


ſult together, and be ye united in mutual intereſt 


firm friendſhip, and ſecure happineſs. ET 
But if people, in common, are ſtill averfe to found 


argument, and regardleſs of an eſſential knowledge 


of the true principles of their intereſt and happinels; 
ſtill ſtupid, blind, and ignorant of the worth and me- 
rit of their honeſt labour, and tranquil arts; ſtill 
prone to none but a little indolent eaſe, under their 
hardſhips, and ſimply inclined to bend their backs 
to be ridden upon like beaſts of burden, and ſneerett 
at as an heedleſs Siniſi Multittde, that dare not touch 


| their Conſtitutional Rights; Mill pitileſs of their 


Children, and Poſterity! Then, vov, that are 
better informed and otherwiſe difpoſed, come for- 
ward, and be renowned as the founders of ſuch a Rx- 
FORMATION in the management of your Trade, which 
will tend to univerſal good, by ſhewing the way for 
a Reformation in all things needful Come forward, 
not only for Your own, but for the intereſt and 
happineſs of ALL PzopLE; and you will ſurely find 

8 vor 


E 
vous own meet you by the way! — Come forward, 
and exert your talents, upon the broad principle 
(which was once the Duke of Richmond's 1) to give 
unto every man his own! - Come forward with all the 
juſt, natural, and indiſputable Rights of Man !—I 
lay, Come forward with theſe juſt principles, and 
honourable deſigns, to begin and eſtabliſh(the ſame as 
you might a common Benefit. Society) ſuch a worthy 
inſtitution; which none can deſpiſe nor oppoſe, without 
diſcovering at once the moſt deplorable ignorance, 
and ſtupid fool-hardineſs, if not a diabolical diſpo- 
fition that vainly dream of finding happineſs in un- 
certain riches, and in being /e/-exa/ted al,ove their 
fellows.—And when by your collected judgment you. 
have deviſed and laid down the fundamental principles, 

ſuch as will bear the teſt of the moſt impartial exa- 
mination; then, doubtleſs, your Members will very 
rapidly increaſe in number, till all are united; and 
zs they ſo increaſe, the neceſſary Diviſions may eaſily 
be made and properly regulated. - 
Therefore, I ſay unto you that underſtand and ap- 
prove of theſe things—Come forward ! fear no un- 
juſt oppoſition nor difficulties, which I hope will be 
but weak and few. For certainly ALL that are poſ- 
ſeſſed of generous and philanthrophic principles will 
highly approve and aſſiſt you in beginning, eſtabliſh- 
Ing and ſupporting fo defirable fo laudable an inſtitu- 
tion; which if adopted, will be the means to unite hu- 
man intereſt, cordial friendſhip, and ſocial happineſs 
firmly together among all people ; and which will eaſe 
the public, -of the ſight, complaints, and tumults of 
the Oppreſſed: which will unburden Pariſhes of the 
Poor, and provide an Aſylum for the aged and helpleſs, 
to prevent their grey hairs from going down into the 
grave in a filthy Pariſh Work-houſe—when feeble na- 
ture can no more ſupport them under their toil !—Alſo 
it will reſcue the growing Generation of Youths, from 
vice, ſhame, and deſtruction; and train them up to 
become polite and uſeful Members of Society. 
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Do not we, and every other uſeful claſs of people, 
inceſſantly ſtruggle under cruel oppreſſions, by 


which with accelerated preſſure we are burdened ? But 


they that will not help themſelves ſhall have help from 
nobody.— The diſtreſſed waggoner, for craving help 
without uſing his whip A, 1 was called fool 
for his pains. And are we any better than fools for cry- 
ing „Lord, Lord, help us!“ if we will not ſtrive to 
help ourſelves, and each other? It is our claſhing and 
divided intereſt that gives oppreſſors their great advan- 
tage over us. Let us then mutually endeavour by 
theſe means deſcribed to unite our intereſt, and ule 


our utmoſt efforts, in all juſtifiable means, to ſurmount 


every obſtacle; and remedy, if not effectually remove 
all our intolerable grievances; and ſurely, God will 
bleſs our friendly united endeavours: for He loveth to 
fee ©* Brethren dwell togellier in Unity.” Yea, it is for 
theſe and other happy purpoſes He has created us. 
And as this 1s my advice to every worthy uſeful or be- 
neficial Claſs of People, I ſhall therefore conclude: by 
dropping one very neceflary and eſſential hint to you 
that call yourſelves true friends to the Liberty and 
Rights of your Country, and of the genuine principles 
of a glorious Conſtitution. I aſſert that you are no ſuch 
friends unleſs you have thoroughly ſtudied and are ful- 
ly acquainted with, the beauty and propriety, the na- 
ture and neceflity, alſo the Strength and Authority of 


Free and Equal Repreſentation. And if you have ſo ſtu- 


died and are ſo far acquainted with it, as to be fully 


convinced of the abſolute neceſlity of it, for the Strength 


the Honor and Glory of Nations ; then look but a lit- 


tle farther. and you will be alſo convinced of the abſo- 


lute neceſſity of it for the juſt and equitable manage- 
ment of Trade and Commerce, _ ammo, 
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